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BRETT TINDAL

MILWILLAH Angus record-
ed the second highest Angus
bull sale average of the sea-
son last Friday at $16,599 as
the auction juggernaut con-
tinued to gather momentum
west of Young.

Stud buyers filled the
stands wanting a piece of
the action and went home
with new sires, while others
had to settle for second best
as commercial producers
upped their game and took
home what they wanted.

Overall the entire 81 bulls
cleared for the new stud
record average and top of
$44,000.

Buyers purchased from
four states, with the first 20
bulls averaging a staggering
$22,275.

The top bull, Milwillah
Prairie P729, sold to Rod
Smith, Kriden Investments,
Forest Reefs, for $44,000, as

a son of the heavily chased
Kouplas B and B Identity,
with low birth and plenty
of carcase.

He recorded a birth weight
estimated breeding value
of +3.7, carcase numbers
through to +106 for 600 day,
carcase weight of +64, pos-
itive rib and rump figures,
with an eye muscle area fig-
ure of +5.5 and rounded out
with a +2.4 intramuscular fat
percentage at 895 kilograms.

Mr Smith said the aim
of the bulls they bought
was primarily to breed re-
placement females for their
operation, while having the
ability to turn off really good
steers to the market, with
great carcases.

Stud  principal =~ Will
Caldwell said there was not
a seven foot score for feet
and legs to be seen in the
catalogue and half the draft
scored five on the front claw
set at the time of cataloguing.
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Milwillah averages

Top price buyers Rod Smith, Jacob Ahern and father Rod
Ahern, Kriden Investments, Forest Reefs.

It was evidence the Milwil-
lah team were on the right
path for improvement of
structure in the Angus breed.

There were several new
buyers in attendance this
year and they didn't waver
at paying between $10,000
and $20,000 for commercial
bulls, with a solid percentage
heading to the revived pasto-

ral country across New South
Wales and areas like Roma,
Blackall, Tambo and Emer-
ald in Queensland.

Stud  principal =~ Will
Caldwell was humbled by the
result and thankful so many
of the people who came to
the sale went home with a
bull, with the 81 bulls being
snapped up by 49 buyers.

Heavy Karoo Angus bulls hit

A MUCH heavier line-up of
powerful bulls greeted po-
tential buyers at the Karoo
annual on-property sale near
Bathurst last Friday.

The consistency of the
draft was reflected in a
healthy average of $9964 and
top of $20,000.

All up, the sale achieved
a 100 per cent clearance of
57 bulls.

Stud principals Annie and
Tony Scott and John Reen
were pleased with the re-
sult, which was the highest
average the annual sale had
ever achieved.

Annie Scott said the bulls
offered this year were also
heavier than past years.

This extra weight was in
part due to the picture post-
card season the district was
experiencing after several
years of severe drought.

Mrs Scott said the bulls

had gone through a tough
selection process to make
it to the sale group and re-
ally were the heart of their
bull program.

It was also the second year
bidding had been available
via the online selling plat-
form, AuctionsPlus.

There was solid activity on
AuctionsPlus right through-
out the sale, with eight bulls
sold via online bids.

The top price at $20,000
was for an 18-month-old
bull, Karoo L125 Pearl Q17,
bought by Ross and Ruth
Friedrich, Rossrich, Gerog-
ery.

Mr Friedrich said the bull
"had a nice rounded set of
[EBV] figures".

"We liked that he was a
very calm bull in the yards
and was smooth bodied,"
he said.

The couple, who were

Buyers Ruth and Ross Friedrich, Rossrich, Gerogery, with

Karoo's Tony and Annie Scott and auctioneer Ben Emmes.

repeat buyers at Karoo,
plan to put their new sire
with younger cows for his
first season.

Karoo L125 Pearl Q17 was
by Karoo Black Pearl L125
from Karoo Wilcoola J192
and weighed in at 712 kilo-
grams with a scrotal circum-

ference of 39 centimetres.

The bull was an excellent
proposition as a heifer bull,
having an EBV birth figure
of -5.9 for gestation length
(GL) and 3.9 for birth weight
(BW).

Second top price was
two-year-old Karoo L125
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The second top bull Mil-
willah PasadenaP296, sired
by Milwillah Complement
K108, kicked the sale off at
$42,500 and sold to Cof-
fin Creek Angus, Mudgee,
weighing 880kg, with +4.6
BW, +130 for 600-day weight,
and a massive EMA of +12.

Geoff Birchnell, 3R Live-
stock, Loomberah, paid
$40,000 for Milwillah Power
Point Q11, weighing 810kg,
again with moderate birth
weight  numbers,  high
growth and carcase data with
positive fats.

The stud buyers Betty and
Maria Roche, Arden Angus,
Adelong, secured three
stud sires for an impressive
$32,667 average, while Ste-
phen Peake, Peakes Angus,
Barraba, again bought a new
stud sire from Milwillah, as
he has done several times
before for $24,000 and David
Smith, Palgrove Charolais
and Ultrablacks, Dalveen,

Pearl P129 at $17,000, which
sold to Barry Peters buying
through Nutrien Ag Solu-
tions, Bathurst.

Karoo L125 Pearl P129 was
one of the heavier bulls in the
draft and tipped the scales at
922kg with a scrotal circum-
ference of 43cm.

Sired by Karoo Black Pearl
L125, the growthy bull was
from Karoo Jedda M353.

Another bull making good
money was Karoo M313
Big Sky P150 which sold for
$16,000 to long-time repeat
buyers the Evans family,
Martindale, Walgett.

Mrs Scott said this bull
was one of her family's fa-
vourite larger framed bulls
and his sire had been used in
the Karoo commercial herd
with some of his daughters
retained.

Karoo M313 Big Sky P150
was by Karoo Big Sky M313

LIVESTOCK

$16,599

QLD, was on hand to secure
two bulls at $16,000 and
$28,000.

Herb Duddy, Sara Park An-
gus, Glen Innes, paid $16,000
for Milwillah Identity P219,
chasing his power and bone,
length and temperament to
be used an outcross sire and
back up the Al cows.

Chris Kemp, Eungy Pas-
toral Company, Milprainka,
Blackall, QLD, bought five
bulls at $13,800 to join to
his Santa Gertrudis/Here-
ford cross cows, to produce
grassfed bullocks with a
carcase weight of 350 to
400kg dressed.

Mr Kemp runs 4000 cows,
predominantly a Santa Ger-
trudis base, joined to Here-
ford bulls.

The Angus bulls he was
buying would go in to join
600 of the cross bred heifers

Elders and Landmark con-
ducted the sale with Andrew
Wishart as auctioneer.

$9964 average

from Karoo Elsa M149 and
weighed in at 996kg with
a scrotal circumference
of47cm.

The bull's raw eye muscle
area was 123 square centi-
metres which was equal third
highest in the sale group.

Volume buyers included
Sion Hill Pastoral Company,
Lyndhurst, taking home four
bulls for a top of $12,000
and average of $10,500, and
Tim and Sharron Mend-
ham, Springvale, Barry, who
bought four bulls for a top
of $12,000 and average of
$9750.

Mrs Scott said there were
many repeat buyers in the
crowd, plus a few new ones
this year.

The sale was conducted by
Ray White Emms Mooney,
Blayney, with Ben Emms as
auctioneer.

— KAREN BAILEY
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